TO   THE   READER
What matters to the dramatists is that More dies for what he
believes to be the truth (error though it may be) with the words
No eye salute my trunk with a sad tear,
Our birth to heaven should be thus: void of fear.
Of course the play was not allowed to be acted. That a number
of working playwrights took the trouble to write it, is a glorious
fact. But if, as I think can be proved, Shakespeare added to
that play its greatest scene, then it is worth while spending
some time to try to prove that.
Ruskin, from his childhood, read and loved Byron; and he
helps us to see Byron rather as a heroic poet than as the misan-
thropic villain which some modern critics would make him.
Finally, there seems to be something worth our attention
to-day in the way in which modern scholarship is seeking to
restore on a vaster scale that community of outlook which
belonged to the scholarship of England in the days of Bede,
and which continued, until the growth of nationalism and the
wars of religion rent asunder the community of learning in
Western Europe. Bacon complained how knowledge had been
parcelled out among the nations: learning, he said, cwould be
yet more advanced, if there were more intelligence mutual
between the Universities of Europe than there now is'. Yet
little was done to further Bacon's wish, and in the Univer-
sities of England knowledge, about 1827, ^d become peculiarly
insular: scholars, having, in the words of A. E. Housman, 'turned
their backs on Europe and science and the past, sat down to
banquet on mutual approbation, and to perish without a name'.
It may be permitted to one who owes all his education
to University College, London, to look upon the foundation
of that College as having marked an epoch in the reunion of
learning in Europe. The experience of the universities of
Germany was kept in mind by our founders. For the first time
in England, chairs were founded in French, German, Italian
and English. The names of Rosen and Panizzi and many
others amongst our earliest professors show that our founders
did not turn their backs on Europe, and a movement was
started which has gone far to carry out the vision of Bacon:
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